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Pitch the Dream Contest 2012

About the U.I.B.E

The UIBE project is designed to support the innovations of entrepreneurs from the Montreal Black English-speaking community.   One of the ways we encourage that is through the “Pitch the Dream”          contest.   
Our objective is to offer funding, support and access to quality development services to aspiring entrepreneurs and small business owners.
Contest Eligibility Criteria 
· you are 16 years old and over

· you are eligible to work in Canada

· you are of African descent

· English is your mother tongue
· you will start your business within 12 months of receiving the grant (if start-up project)

· if you operate an existing business, your business has been in operation for less than 3 years and registered
Business Categories (1 winner for each category will be chosen)
· Arts, Entertainment and Culture

· Retail, Production and Distribution

· Services 
· Community and Youth services (ie. Cooperative)

Contest Restrictions
The following types of businesses are not eligible for this contest:

· Businesses in the domain of sex, religion or political affiliation
· Bars and massage parlours
· Research and development
· Franchise operation
· One-time project (i.e. events, conferences, publications…)
· Funding for existing debt
Deadline for submitting Business Plan 

· Your application form must be submitted in 5 copies at U.I.B.E. office or online no later than    January 30th, 2012 4:30 PM.
· Completed hard copy applications must be submitted in 5 copies by the deadline. 
· Documents received after the deadline will not be considered. 
· Please note that all mandatory fields of the application form must be completed for the application to be evaluated or considered by the panel of judges.
· The 10 selected finalists will be asked to present their business project to the panel of judges.  
Evaluation criteria
· Idea potential (chances for success)







25%
· Innovation (originality, uniqueness, economic potential)




20%
· Project sustainability








15 %
· Entrepreneur(s) profile (talent, skills, experience\training, motivation, vision)

25 %
· Market (knowledge of target market)






15 %
The Contest
Pitch the Dream is geared towards black entrepreneurs of all ages who wish to start up or grow a business; this contest provides the possibility for participants to: 

· Receive up to $40 000 in grants and “in kind” services (Top 3 finalists only)
· Win a grant for their Business (1st Place 2000, 2nd Place $1500, 3rd Place $1000, 4th Place $500 )
· Receive assistance to secure additional funding for your business
· 2 years of UIBE support services to help you grow your business (Top 3 finalists only) 
Approximate value:  $40 000 per winner (Top 3 finalists only)
So, whether you have a great business idea or operate an existing business, this contest is for you.

UIBE Support Package consists of:

· Bookkeeping 
· Accounting & Tax Preparation Services
· Marketing & Market Research 
· Grant & Business Proposal writing 
· Graphic Design

· Printing services

· Business Management Workshops

Contest application form available online at:
http://www.uibe.ca/pitch-the-dream/ 
Application Form

Type of project: (   Individual     (   Group


            
Number of promoters:  ________

Phase of project: (   Start-up     (   Existing
Total Project Cost: ________________
	1. About the promoter(s)                                                                                                                                          
	


Personal identification - Promoter 1

	(  Mr.      (  Ms.                                        

	Name:                                                                                          
	First name:

	Street no.:                                                                                 
	Apt.:                                      
	Postal code:

	City:

	Telephone:                                                     Cell phone:                                          
	                                  Fax:

	E-mail:                                                                                                       Web site: 

	Date of birth:               /             /                                      
	Age:  

	Citizenship:
	Social Insurance Number:

	Mother tongue: 

(   French                                 (   Spanish  
(   English                                 (   Other (be specific)

	Educational level completed:

(   Elementary   (   Secondary   (   College                                            

(   University (be specific)

                 (  undergraduate     (  post-graduate    
                 Discipline: 



	Present situation:

(   Self-employed/Entrepreneur       

(   Employed:      (   Part-time  (   Full-time 

· Student:         (   Part-time  (   Full-time
(   Other       
	Other information:

Have you ever declared bankruptcy? Yes  (    No (   

If so, are you discharged?

Yes (  (If so, attach your certificate of discharge)
No (  (If not, enter the date of bankruptcy:                   

 Are you subject to voluntary deposit?   

Yes  (                  No (    


	Statement:

I hereby certify that the information provided in this form is the truth and consent to its disclosure.  I also undertake to provide, as requested by CDNBCA and UIBE Montreal, any records relevant to this application for financial assistance.

I also agree to provide, if requested by CDNBCA and UIBE Montreal, my credit file obtained from a credit bureau. This information will be kept confidential.

Any incorrect information, false statement or major omission will automatically result in the final rejection of my application or the reimbursement of any grant awarded.

Read and approved in Montreal on: ___________________________
Signature: _______________________________________________


	Description of the Entrepreneur:

Describe who you are and what makes you qualified and interested in your business venture.  Refer to work experience, education, volunteer work, hobbies, travel, or any other aspect of your life that is relevant.




2. About the Business

Business description  

	Business name:          

	Business location:          Current (           Anticipated  ( 

	Street no.:                                                                                 
	Apt.:                                     

	Postal code:

	City:

	Telephone:                                             Cell phone:                                        
	                                  Fax:

	E-mail:                                                                                    Website:


	

	Industry sector:

	(  Information technologies and multimedia

(  Technological innovation

(  Food services

(  Tourism

(  Education and recreation

(  Production and distribution
	(   Communications

(   Decoration and furnishings

(   Clothing and accessories

(   Retail

(   Arts and culture

(   Other

	A. Project description– Please include products/services offered, objectives, timeline, action plan for first year, etc….  (Attach additional pages if required)


	Mission Statement: (Describe the purpose of your business – what your company stands for, what you believe in and what you intend to achieve)



	What makes your business unique: (Describe distinguishing characteristics of your business)



	B. The Marketplace

	Description of the industry:  (Describe what your industry produces or the services it renders in a general way. Also, answer some of the following questions: How large is it?  How has it developed and changed over the years? Is it growing or declining? And at what rate? How much revenue is generated? Is it profitable?)




	Competition:  (How many competitors in your industry?  What are their strengths and weaknesses?)



	Major trends which affect the industry:  (Describe demographic, social, economic, political and technological trends that may offset your industry in the future.)



	C. Marketing Strategy

	The target market:  (Describe your target market(s) or typical client(s) in detail)



	Promotion strategy:  (Describe the various promotional techniques you will use – such as advertising, purchase incentives, introductory discounts, etc.  Provide details.  Include a promotional budget for the first year.)




	Pricing strategy:  (Describe how you will price each product or service.  Indicate the type of pricing formula you are using.  How are you positioned vis-à-vis your competitors?). 



	Distribution strategy:  (Describe where and how you will distribute your products or services to your clients). 



	D. Business Operations

	

	Production Costs: (outline the per unit costs you will incur to produce one unit of your product or one unit (e.g. one hour) of your service – these costs are variable.  Ex. Materials, wages, inventory, etc)



	Overhead Costs: (Outline the monthly expenses you will incur, regardless of your sales activities – these costs are fixed.  Ex. Rent, telephone, electricity, insurance, office supplies, permits, etc…)




	Sources of Financing  (Please list any sources of funds you have secured or will secure for your project)

                                                                                    Secured                   To be secured

Private Investors/loans:                                     ________________        ________________

Line of Credit:                                                    ________________        ________________

Bank Loan:                                                        ________________        ________________

Other grants (please list)                                   ________________        ________________

Other (specify)                                                  ________________        ________________



	Write, in 140 words or less, your business pitch for your product(s) or service(s) as you would to a potential investor.



	List the items (equipment, material, training, etc…) you would like to acquire for your business with the grant received: 


	Start-up date:

( Planned (start-up):                

( Actual (existing):



	Legal form (if applicable):

(   Incorporation      

(   Partnership
(   Sole proprietorship
	Registration ( or Incorporation (
Date :                 /                /               _                                                                        
Number: 
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